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Wirrrttht, ltu, i DaJ. VuA h Co ) the Countess. She to b,appeared as 8marf. I would Jeopardize my daugh-
ter's"

or "I'm sure haveyou thought of It "Themuch surprised as I. shiftier the better." I said, Hho looked at me coldly, rtMl rjfttini. fr .m nrvlt V, hurt iU- - yourself." or "Isn't that with.ta.n "They searched for a month." ex-
plained

your idea, great aplomb, Jagper Jr. stuck, mruin. .nr. that,tIII (, nj --.meet 'Whut'n up?" repealed Collngrnft you iiave I

Ihf ",',.. lt.tt.l-)ffffl- ft n al otitic .it. the old man. guiltily. "They Insistently. too?" or "You've donu wonders with out his cheat modestly .Mid laid I "Oh, i. hi ung some iery bad 'ttnai. i "'h l'" found something In the walla of th, Piffle, Colly" llui Just the same ILI1"?' jrH,v'- "Mr. Hmart calmly Informs me that the Joint, old man." wy daughter's head." aha said.tret sm wifcj i.f ih. i u i t'r. "'J'vli eascond tier. I cannot eay what It waa. InrsaH I am tiff to go into the ell v." Collngrnft ame directly to
hadn't the least doubt in my mind "Had notions?" murmured.urn as an .at. wit nut thev were verv. vary hianv. mv up that Jasper oouM "put it all eref me." 'She hasOaa iKrluuai . hMiittf .il "I don't see that Mr. Hmart has developed certainna n n where wo were TlMTl It;tlwlo ,,f t),a and uir"iiT ilaarteii lady." He now addressed her. "It anything to say about It." Mid her standing. was was ,i either Molnnlng admission, pouncea and rather extraordasShv Bsi at the trouble in his though Strict I rfb taua .i... it was time they went away and I: eye. private.

n m. air' irhf son coolly. "If he" lie paused, in... runs mein tiu ,r f Tamma We RladS noiiiuty as tatdid not return for three weeks, If mir way to my study.fi'i','"''r'n ' nl nii.ni'w har nl iw you glaring. "See here, Mr. Smart." he heiran Wtl'ift I ntllrtli. I ,i... ka lestilt of our ak argument, I skafpat alia. The inrai . .mrtt nftVl tkt iVunt iba remember the time."euttoly of uiair ral. ilaiiflilar. tt,i,rmar. Tlia 'Remember It!" she cried bitterly. V I looked him soiiarciy in ma eye. austerely. "I e Kot something to say ttfrain from ntentiniiin. mil. ...
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I'.ma 'Too well. Conrad." Hh turned to iii, f m I " .. - V''"" ..P. V. Z L. ..

,n '"" " ' "' n"t " ort to put counter to Mrs. Titus or the Conn-tns- two
I m wy sorry. I know nest ess

oted to lirr MUrOMS, Snnn ,.", mi lrtv me. "Wo had been married lass than V""y""H m i 1.1, h.i .... I thought CotlngTaft im espi--olull-
ozcetxllngly uke noblewen,

oi wn cams to rha raatia. Thrj I.rtni .loss bm 1 sera v.v awami Dtitrh was tip. " "' " - -- '" " " """" I e no doubt there are a greattkt CovaK. b maviwnlin Mr.
..

Vi-a- two months, Mr. Smart "One moment, Mr. Titus," I said, for Aline and all that sort of thing, pleased witji the Idea. We awirn ci im mus; Dave Mlnvoirmria Iran I ml in tfia , c ,,f I smiled rather grimly. "Count secrecy.
taa rmm ... nai.'t fMn the Conn: ptbwllnf a t. m setting my Jaw. 'I have this to say but your manner to-d- haa been In- - "I've always been lerarded

m- - i n t running down tka)in watf ro.inn . f .1, im. tik- - rinstl Tarnowey appears to haTe had a about It. You are guests in my as a '"Mlil". Mrs. 'tmm m na .1 nn.i u frWa !it Nraaft km a great run of luck In those days," Interested In tolerable, and we've got to come to peaceful, harmless grub." I explained, Tltna. I was W
ftlr ml Hh-- Llm othw iil:..r liar not fliat. house. We are Jointly sun somewbal bewHdered by the qunationing tlie advisability of?4rt Blfl Uie n vi.T i, womiii 14 ftfjSI raiet'f the effort to protect the Countess an understanding." it in theiBta.ul muf. iifung T lui A few nights later Mrs. Titus and feat I had pSfful Mtdj and consider-

ably
way we "Imirlrranat J:, Turnowsy. I consider It to be the I eyed hlin closely. "I suppose sometimesla atwv laialf inina t' h.rmi mru v f in her sons arrived. In a pouring rain shaken by the fear that I was do." f - J

turt In l.rln thi I k jii of Imprudence for any mem-
ber
height you'rn about to that ion dhl'h 1 '; limit It auy e a I went to the station for them, waited Bra of family to venture into

suggest one or degenerating) im ,4 positive rufliati. not put It ee adspjue ka.
tion aut'.r for an Interminable time, and missed

your the other of us must evacuate get t "II will believe me. I hone, when eiscussing the prai thi ltft ,aa.v.
the now or at any timn duringcity,them. When I got back to the castle her athy In this castle. I happen to out, so to speak." said I. I deelnre (hat I was metelv acttns m tulekl.e. "Ornnted that mrnt

CHAPTER XL they had to bed. e when l" n niurrlage was a miatakegone Tarnowsy Is having me "Don't talkknow that riibblah. You'veill ItLa Jm got my He actually laughed. "Don't bim.Io- - dreadful mistake It does not fotleee -

(Uentlanetl. I watched for some purpose or other. mother bawling her eyes out up-

stairs,
eise." II,. could not resist the Im-
pulse

that all International matches arI CHAPTER III. I don't, think he suspects that thoAm Forced Into Being a Hero. and wishing she wern dead. to blUli out once more: "Hy ran ii re. i would just aa soon betmmnu mm snu www s untess Is here, but I greatly rear
It T I'll come to In I Indulge In Plain Language. Jove, didn't think you could do It " unhappily married to a duka as te git,see you !s- -i m m ai.i 6ww v. t hat he believes I am Interested In You've got to como oft this high horse "With drygoods 'loft I ... merchant. Mmy band, too." I Hmart.'New York, if you'll let day I met the new her cause. He suspects me. You of yours. You'vo got to apologize to on,,.riiiKi. I'atrhlng msef "Hut not at theup. i same price, Mfev

me," I cried, trylne- - to re-

pair
comers. have heard of our recent encounter. her, and damned quick, at that. Un-

derstand?"
hastily changed tho subject. Titus," I remarked.lEili position pretty well byST He knows my

the damage I had done. At half past one o'clock T m mWmw ' ' ?' this time. Mrs. Titus says that the A lltllo later ou. as Collngraft left Hhe smiled. "A husband la dear at
"I was jesting when I spoke was received by Mrs. Titus I rsVmM HrV ' KJa, ; man Dillingham assures

I
her there

that
In "Nothing will give me greater Joy

the
Jasper

room,
Jr. whispered

slyly feeling
to me

of
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his Jsw, nny
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price."
shouldn't put It that way,"

.
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Well. onlyof Jail." In my own study. The no danger.
Is fool,

can
and I don't

say than to offer her my most abject "TOU'Va got him eating out of oiir protested. "A good American base-
bandHer brow was puckered In thought. f'oiintess came down from her eerie

Dillingham
having my

a
own safely thieat-ene- d

pur-
pose apology. Mr. Tit us. It would hand, old top." Is a necessity, not a luxury."

It hns Just OOtnUTed to me, my dear abode to officiate at the ceremonious by" be her unriuallMrd forgiveness." Thing were coming to n pretty an, iu aro naeu to wnat I
puss, said I to myself when I Was io eay. Aline le very bitterfriend, that If I do t safely exclaimed he. "Ieven safety?"gi function-- lf It may be so styled and "Your "You'll have to withdraw every all alone. It matrimony aa viewed fromcertainly Is a pretty myaway you will be left here to faco I wus agreeably surprised to And my I like that! What have you got to be thing you said.' pass Htien one knocks down the ex ot view. I am sorry to aav I attrlh.

the consequences. When It becomes new guest In a most amiable frame afraid
"You

of?"
seem to forget that I am har-

boring
i ll withdraw everything except my nu',"'l "' the brother of the worn-- i ute her attitude

"
to year excellent

known that you sheltered me, tint of mind. from justice," I said ho lives, nnd quite without the counselling.True, she looked me over a fugitive ill tjImatum In respect to her putting "You flatter Iauthorities suspicion of an Inherited pug- - me. was under thenmy muko It cMicmely with what seemed to me an unnec-
essarily

Battr. "Mow dare n foot outside these walls. That still ninity, Impression she took her leesoaa ofuncomfortable for you." and perfectly frank stare of H MfhW H
Mrs. Titus gasped.

stands." I hud a little note from the Countess Tarnowsy." ,
'Tin not about that." sbbbtb v you" that "Ursnted, Butworrylnr curiosity, but, on sober reflection, I UWMMruMmJmw MOmW sE I '' "The Countess Tarnowsy Is warned "I beg to differ with you." afternoOHi ceremonlouely deliv-

ered
Tarnowsy was un-

fit"Just the It la Wr frrmm by if I. 'tie Marie Ixiulse Antoi-
nette.

Why tar all or them with the'something tosame. aid not hold It against her. uWAWmmmS mW V4mW ' Jk ' by the authorities for kidnapping, and "You may beg till you're black In I read ns follows: same stick? There are good noble-
men,worry auoui. sue nam, seriously. As for her two sons, they made no w mi kmwVW sVassViBBBvIr Wm J ' fm I I think you

I do,"
know

I
the
went

fai
on
ls uulte

harshly,
nn the face," said I coolly. Vnti did Csilngrafl a very good you'll admit."

"Now. here Is what I have had in well as "Buteffort to disguise their amasement. knows I am dolmr my best to lie swallowed hard. Ills face turn when ynu laid him this morn-
ing.

they don't need rehabilitation."
mind for a long, long time. Why (if" " f ' ammwwr w 1 iL "(lod Me Is liresnmety Interested In "Aline. I rear, will never risk an-

otherdon't
The elder of the two young men, protect her. I ojn risking more than twitched and his hands were clenched. his t'liiar ss a r, or a experiment. It's rather calamyou comn with me when I If she IsCollngraft' Titus, who being In the sss aaasj BfsfBJseja wmmmmmmm bMbmsbbbi 1 you seem to appreciate. "You are pretty much of a mucker, boaster, or whatever It la In ath-

letic itous, isn't it? When oneleave? That will be the safest position Isn't likely parlance, Meplan." found here, my has been like abusiness with his father Mr. Hmart." he said between consider ber youth, beauty
"You are nut In earnest?" In New Tork be nn enviable one. i am tint his lamb all iifternnon and he really the happiness there be"

10 teeth. "I'm sorry my sister has fallen can't get over tho way you whacked may
f ,h"Assuredly. The plan Is something Z".P!r.H'Vld la'?! m0!t SSGS!x J '""king VffiVl tof?- - bun, Us whai k the word?) At first "I beg your pardon. Mrs. Titus.bat after all i Into your hands. The worst of It I thinkInterfere with Is, he fearslike vhls: 1 to be waa as mum na could be about your are grouadlealam taken by slow rescue with a very amusing and ex ik. k. -.- ...,1.1 1.. . i 1.1. - ricrht to assert myself in a crisis tint,, It. but Iit. was taller than I, and an mw nuuiii wo inuaioi 111 Ilin u la - - - - - she seems satisfied with everything Dili, 1, ha really felt re-ll- rd v net do you mean?stems, overland, to a small Med-

iterranean
... ... aSfaiet toe vttilllV. I trust you Wllaggerated account of whin I toldmy experience Mm I had aeen "Tbe Counteee will marry again. I

port. One of a half dozen handsome chap to boot. He witn the and My High resolve flattened Itself out T " STiMZ. yU.d d Lord) What she can the whnln 'i it.. from a window In am not betraying a secret, beeauaawas twenty-sir- . The Itocksworths. Jasper wuh enthu-
siastic.

with consideration. or In you Is beyond my my hail. You ana it sat him acompi-che-American yachts now cruising the younger, Jas-
per

a little after the sound sleep I hod -

hance ahe haa Intlncated aa much to any
sea will be reudy to pick me up. Jr., was nineteen, short and slight Something told roe that I and I make no doubt I should have 'J.',

I was speaking."tJ: l0B' I'rotecUOBl Why you couldn't Ihe whack,
to eaplaln

and I h
bow
ur been

ynu
obliged
got In secretary as well aa to me. I talks Itwas going to like him.of wavered sadly in my purpose had minn wioo protect her from the assault of to listen to Intermittent lectures on thai ss soon as this unhappybuild, withDoesn't It seem simple?" the merriest eyes I've My real troubles began the next Man 1, II P III eaainn or Ulier Ulliuarinainnot a crisis arisen to shape my cour-

age
the manly art of all Is settled, sbe will lie free to

it seems simple enough." said I. ever seen. I didn't In the least mind day and at the rather unseemly hour for me In a rather emphatic way. In them. No one had
this

ever opposed
I gath

chicken." afternoon, first from him, then from the true state of her reeling to-
ward"But thero are a lot of 'Ifs' between the grin be bestowed upon me-a- nd ' " ZJZ TSJZ XZ ZZK S?V2 Shortly after breakfast Mrs. Titus ered.

hee before
Hhe didn't

In just
know what

way.
to make "Are you trying to Insult me Mr. Jappy.

I have a headiii lie. and no mesne
I stopped, somewhat dt ,

here and the little Preserved with stanch came downstairs very smartly Titus?" of defense. mayad hy my garrulous turn.port you hope to fidelity gown and slippers, banged on my He admits that he de-
served "Toward whom?" she fareach. It will not be an easy matter throughout the whole Interview but bedroom door, and wanted to know gowned for tho street. She an-

nounced "I fear you exaggerate the extent of "Tou couldn't resent It If I were. It, hut I am not aurprtaaal. anapped.
hay

that she was going Into the Mr. Hmart." she said dry-i- y. 'oily la a sporting ehup. He hasn'tt manage the successful flight of a resented the supercilious, lordly whv d"v". h.t couldn't have hot town for an hour or two and asked your
"Of
peril,

I have no desire to
There never was an author with a mean drop of blood In his body. "I don't know," I replied.Py a. large a. yo7re wll, be." scorn of hi. elder brother. EZfrSt 0,'. me to have one of the Hchmicka ferry put you

course.
In Jeopardy, but It seems enough moral hack bono to" Vim have made a friend of Mm. fullv and I faar. InalllM MSSSSS

Soher across the river. There was a "Wult! You are her brother. pleaso don't feel that I hold a "tleod heaven!" ahe cried, elailatuj
i sue crieu, 1 snail bo quite Jasper, 1 learned, was enduring a ne said, to take a cold plunge. More- - to me I srudge against you for what you up rrom ine oencn on wnten we

ajone. except for Rosemary and Blake protracted leave of absence from over, be wasn't used to taking his tub fmo.u" n!,u" "hop 'h9rl-m,m-
.y "Leavlng me out of the caae al- - don't want to have trouble wltb you. did. The funny part of It all Is that sitting in tho kirfla. Thet

In a tlncup. (That was his sarcastic Vft uliiqi uu rt nuu siiav nuiiivu f ntether, don't you think It la a hi mamma unite agreea with him. HheBut Ifand Mr. you keep on In this strain, Mr. queer expression la ber eve.Bangs." . . . ...Yale; the blatua between bis fresh- - of to browse a while In search of brasses - - - t n u 1. 11 1 In saya be deaervad It! Mamma Is won-
derful,"But your another T Tou can't leave man and sophomore years already Hand

way
bathtub.)

referring
I asked

my
him

portable.
why he and bronzes. some IWtoeW. want to go Titus. I shall be compelled to tbr.ab plm h. Hhe

reslly,
has

when It comes to a be
hasn't

mentioned
ahe ever

any one
hinted

at pjeil bit--1u- -given allMfnere-- " didn't ring for Brltton, and be said I looked at her aghast. I recog-
nized

to Jail." you soundly. up thought
covered a period of sixteen months, of "putting a loot outside the "Not at all.'

iou win nave to smuggle net out and he had tutor he did but Brltton waa assisting Jas-
per

the crisis, but for a moment "Jail?" she cried angrily. He fairly gasped. "Th-thr- ash mal" castlw." Mrs. Tltue waa agitated, I 1

of the castle a day or two In advance.
a who appreciated In a wild cbase for a bat which was unable to marshal my powers "That's no way to speak about" he choked out. Then he advanced. Can ynu have luncheon with u eee that very plainly. A tho IIsratfblthe buttery side of his crust. had got Into the lad'e room during of resistance. Noting my consterna began Collngraft furiously. lu morrow? Would It bt too much frown appsared eev her smoothIf, Is all thought out, Mr. Smart." assured that "If Much to bis surprise and, strange-

ly
trouble If wa to haveMrs. Titus, after thanking me the nlrht. tion, she calmly me t broke In rashly. you please. were It In the and a gleam off anxietyBangs was a shrewd little English "Thank your lucky stars It didn't there wouldn't be toe least danger of Mr. Titus, be good enough to keep enough, not to my own - I failed loggia? I am Just mad lo get out her eyes.of doorswarmlv-a- nd I think alncerelv-f-or all If only for hour "nto Mothw... PO- O- ns ,ald detection, as the wae going be your temper. I have no desire to to retreat. Instead, t extended my In that walled in spot

an
Mr. foopen-dyk- a

or two "I am sure that ahe has beat as)
inai 1 naa aone ror Aline, apologised veiled and cautious. harsh and arbitrary, but 1 canIJ stayed late with them, surlily. silently thanked them. heavily very appear left flat with considerable sbrunt- - has been perfectly lovely. He pertunlty to" '""Jdiscussing In a perfunctory 'sort of way ror bar He made eucb a row about bis tub "My dear Mrs. Titus," I murmured see that It Is necessary to spenk came up this morning to tell me Hhe did not complete theplana. He bad strongly advised i.w. 1, . - . ka .11 that 1 hsd to give him the call of In my dismay, "It Isn't to be con- - plalnly. There Isn't anything In the ness und precision and he landed on 'hut ynu haven't sneeaed at all and In which there wea a primary note ox

against any attempt on Mrs. Titus's hot water Brltton bad placed In my sldered. I am euro you won't persist world I will not do to help you and has back. there Isn't the remotest chance now perplexity and wonder.
part to enter her daughter's hiding-plac- e,

und hoped that I wouldn't eatok cold bedroom, preparatory to my own In this when I tell you that Tar-bat- h, the Countess In this unroriunate busi I experienced a aenaatlnn or unholy he
that

waa
you

afraid
will have a cold. It seems II grilled me to discover teat ojteV'

or have an attack of rheumatism. nowsy's agents are sure to see you ness, Mrs. Titus. I hope you believe have
you might. You must did not even ao much as eiew.but bad been overruled. I con-

ceived
much. 1 am har joy. ITp to that moment I had won-

dered
a ery rugged constitution,when I ss Into consideration.At breakfast Jasper and" me saycomplainedI soon awoke to the fact that she nrlltnn told Hlake that moat menthe notion too that he was a was in the habit of centralising at-

tention.
about the bats. He couldn't for tho Hhe laughed. "Tarnowsy's agents! friend; I want to be yours ir you will whether I could do It with my would have died from espoaure If "You mean since the or dhrtafOBT

very strong-minde- d man. What then The usually volatile Countess life or him see why I didn't have Why should they be here?" let me. But I reserve the right to say left hum). Ihey had been put In your place I Inquired. ,
be everywhere." what shall be and what shall not be How good you are to "Hhe has been In seclusion all ofhave screens in the windows. "They seem to memust been tho atrength of Mrs. became subdued and repressed in her I looked at Jasper jr. He wasthere none done long as you are under my A LINK T. the time. Hhe haa seen noLater on Mrs. Titus, who had coffee "I can assure you is as ,.Titus's resolution to overcome tho presence; the big son and the little Mr. Titus! I Mating at me in utter bewilderment. H I may como down tonnd toast In her Joined In within fifty miles or He n loss notn- - roof. Just a moment. see that is to eay, no man far wlI room. us thisone were respectfully quiescent; con-le- ss youobjections be put In her way? the loggia and announced that the hoe fen Our ir en are In tho city. Four think we are quite agreed that your 'Hood Lord! You you've knock' d

evening. could possibly entertain a BaWhOff
He too bad thought It all out. to a certain embarrassment my-se- lf

roffeo wus stone cold. Moreover, she r them preceded me. This morning sister is to depart rrom here on the hln, flown! course, you are mistaken la
Everybody seems to have thought did not like the guest chamber Into I had Mr. Hangs telephone to the fourteenth of the month. I am lo be 1 ahull akin ak , , - Impression. Mr. mart. Thero hi i

everything She was a handsome woman with a ror con-

siderable
"I didn't think I could do It." eald terestlng events of sol ut el nothing in what aay.''out with a single exce-

ptionmyself. which she had been movod l.v nrilar hotel where the chief operative Is her escort, ao to speak, a the next two or v you
His plan was not a oung figure, u good complexion, clear

Of the Countess. It was too huge etsylng In the guise of un American distance. In company with I hazily. three days. Nothing of consequence "A former awest heart, ant
bad one. Mrs. Titus and her sons eyes, wavy brown hair, and a rich, for a and the Iron win- - tourist, and he does It very cleverly Mr. Bangs. Well, It must be clearly He sprang to his brother's side, and happened, unless you urn willing to her marriage," I suggested.
were to enter the castle unicr cover low voice perfectly modulated. No dow shutters creaked all night long. ror an Kngllehman, too and he as- - understood that not one or you Is to assisted to consider important two perfectly li'SBly.
of night, and 1 waa to meet them in doubt she wus Hearing fifty, but thirty-f-

ive
"But don't love the view eures me that there Is absolutely no show his or her rce outside these mm a sitting posture. blissful nights or sleep on my putt. "She has no sweetheart. Of thatyouaa automobile at a town Qftecn kilo would have been your guess, have of the Danube?" I queried, rath- -

you
danger. Lvcn Mr. Hangs is satis walls until after that Journey Is over. "I tight to tho Jaw," shouted Jas-

per,
Also, I had the pleuauie ir taking I am positive." said she with ooaetg

meters away, where they would leave provided you were a bachelor. A er mournfully. fled." That's plain speaking. Isn't It?" with a strange enthuslusm. the Countess "out walking" In my tlon. i
the train while their watchers! bachelor learns something sbout "I shall where I please, end I'll courtyard, to "Hhe must have had an aiutMtwere "I don't sit In the window all night, "I am forced to say that T am by go "IWt," I collected Mm, use a colloquialism :

asleep, and bring them overland to women every day of hie life, but not Mr. Smart," abe eald tartly. no means satisfied that it is a safe go to the town roared once In the warm, aweel sunahlue admirers. They were legion afteMsnY
ticuloss Rothhoeron. They would be so much that he cannot be surprised I at once insisted on ber resuming or wise thing to do, Mrs. Titus," I ColitiSTaft. setting no further for Collngrurt gazed about him In a agulll 'nenth the ulow of a raHO.nl marrlugr, I may be pardoned fmf faVO

accompaniea by a single lady a maid the day after. of with firmness than 1 the reason that his mother, seeing stupid, vacant fashion for a moment, moon. She hsd not been ouiai.ia ia. minding ynu."possession my bedroom, and said, morono luggage. A cliurlerod motor I endeavored to set her mind at promptly had all things moved in- - thought I possessed that I was desperately In earnest and then allowed his glazed eyee t. wans, literully. in mote than Hhe started. "Hss she never eaaaa.
lioat would meet us up the river a rest b) politely reminding ber that I

my
In gave vent to a little crv of alarm and Honed Loni Ambei dale to youf ejaeto the one ahe bad occupied during the She raised her delicate eyebrows rest upon me lies,., rather limply, g Eftjg ssk'eg. kfew, miles, and well, it looked very couldn't have slept In the bed any nlgbt. When the Countess beard or a most exasperating, well bred, ad-

monitory
clutched her big son by the shoulder.

simpie! All that was required of me way, having been ont all nlgbt, and this she She begged him to listen to reason! I thought. lighted me. Ml;. V lllr II 11111 In r iuaa "Amherdate?" I repeated, with a ,arrangement most In-

dignant.was a willingness to address; her aa f.he smilingly assured me that It waa was way.
"Reason!" he gusped. "An- you hurt, Colly cried Jae. log that I paid particular attention queer sinking of the heart. "Mo. Htm,1'

Sbe got me off in a corner "I am quite sure, Mr. Smart, that to Til us. An Kngllslunan?""Mother and her "brothers" herbods as relief to find literary man who "If of put a foot suggestion concerning di-lapidated,a or you- -a and cruelly Informed me that I Is perfectly trust-
worthy

you any per Jr. my 'In case there were any questions wasn't forever saying flat, stupid Dillingham a outside these walls," I declared, "you gone u seed garden, al-though
Hhe was mistress of herself oaeeihadn't the vestige of a backbone. She detective, and" A sickly grin, more of surprise thanasked. Thai 'a I had been bored to more. In a very deface isaMMssr at'things. must have said will not be allowed to extinctionThis was Tuesday. They were I took them over the castle that for when

something to her "But why tuke Vhe slightest risk?" flat!" shunie, Hlole over Cottage. aft's faco. by Juaprr Jr. when he undertook to Informed me that his lerdabap, a skoalmother, too, evening came for to Dil-
lingham,

'coming 011 Thursday, and the train is, a part of the castle. Mrs. Titus around I bad to move back Into my
"It Is necessary

that Is the long
me

and
see
ahort of "Hy erleky!" rail In fervent admira-

tion
He put his hand to his Jaw; then to ehlluhleii me hurt Icult uriilly. Hha attractive and honorable young asanV

reached the station mentioned at wouldn't climb stairs. She confessed own room, Mrs. Titus sweetly assur-
ing

"One can't dis-

cuss
from the Hps of Jasper Jr. 1 the back or his head. agreed to come forth every day and llshtnan. had been one Ojf llsaafp .

half-pa- st II at night. Ho will It," ahe said coldly. assistynu astonished me In building the warmest friends at tbN fine of thatat his beaming, poor thingbut drew the line at glancedto banting, any-
thing

me that under no consideration things over a telephone, you "Hy Jova!" he murmured. "Isee It was a Jolly arrangement. p; divorceFace. He grinning! propping It. no lo speak. prncaasajnga. aTw, ofwasI fear I positively
"Later when 1 was alone with the more exhausting. was would she consent to Impose upon know. Mr. Bangs understands. And, didn't think he had It In him. Let mere In that!As for They"Good You're wonder, Mrsror Titus, 2you! u that "'il1"".WVlrelieved when she de-

clined
reallyOounteas 1 said on impulse: too palpably my good nature and hospitality to hy the way, Mr. Hmart, I have taken engag- - trtmnABMr. Hmart And you're Ine get up!" tng lady made life " ror ywara.By cricky

"I wish were Aline Titus." to go higher than the second such an extent, etc., etc. the liberty of calling up the central ao easy for me thatyou dead right. We're darn fools I wondered why I hud "Sf"j Hf ne w.--". a ueneei aear. vJasper Jr. was discreet He Iter ,.t ever been'' "You may at. least be sure that I story. During the day. at odd times, Co-
llngraft

office of the telephone company to ap- - But couldn't fool me. I conedMrs. Titus. prenenalve. Hhe
shall not remain the Countess Tarn-
owsy

"It Isn't necessary, Mr. Smart," ahe made lofty suggestions In re oak ir they cap run an extension wire "Jasper!" gasped
I cried, well enough alone, old" when "It

w. anile wonderful see that there waa aomotai 0aohJ"Oood for .laspor!" came tolong, Mr. Smart," Hhe said, with said, sweetly, "to go into the history gard to what could lie done with the to my dressing room. I nope you ao warmly, and took
you,

the hand he pi of-
fered.

"1 Intend to," said Collngraft as he to understand u good
a pinch. i began ing at tne back or her mind, hata very puszllng expression in her of the wretched Rothhoefens, as a pisce to make It more or less Inhabl- - not mind struggled to his feet. about her. chief

many things whether she waa dletre seed or wdo. You among themeyes Cook's Interpreter might table, and Jnsper who, by the way. "Not In the least. I should have her
being fled I was not by"Collngraft, please take me to try 1111 voiced I henries sy

My heart sank. "Hut I remember see. I know the castle quite well I was beginning to fear I should not For a moment lie raced me, un-

certainly.
on matrimony. Tveof It myself." While never heard herthought "I I sheroom." murmured the mother did nothearing you say not so very long ago and I have bad all the late news from like after all said he'd juat like to "You have so much to think of, reel faint Send ror Aline. Ask Mr. herself I had no difficulty

actually
In

commit Ameernais." said I. .
that you would never marry again," my

"Of
daughter."

course!" I agreed. "Stupid of
have a whack at the thing himself. poor man. And now will you be good Bangs to come to me at once " "I'm sorry, Mr. Titus." ssld I calm-

ly.
that, from her point of

ascer-taining view, Her eyes narrowed slightly. Real II railed. First thing he'd do would he to turn enough to have Hawkes order tbs Mrs. but known, the mere fact that thsVmarriages'I bowed stiffly. "I sm sorry, ara not made Inror me not to remember that you are heaven,rather oddlythe regarded me some of those old, unused rooms Into
from" nan to row me across the" Titus, to have been so harsh, ao as und tli.-.-t a properly arranged divorce ( 'ounteaa had not spoken of hla sMJ-sh- lpa moment. "I nm very. cry glad descended squush and racquet courts, and he'd Mrs. Titus." said "You you are a wonder!" ret provided her"Mother Isn't half stuck "I am very sorry, sertive" Is a great deal less terrestlal than experienced mnlhesthat you ure such

A vapid,
a steady,

luiprsssion- -

sensible
about It aa you might

aa
think. Mr.

up also
hot

put In a swimming pool and u I firmly, "but I feur I must declare Hhe held up both hands, "f never '"" "Is lips. "I'm not a coward. It la commonly aupposed to be. Hhe witn an excellent reason forwaterpractical man. plant.
able youth, during this season or nman. imerrupiea jasper jc gnoix. Late In the afternoon I stole fur

myself. 1 cannot permit you to go was so spoken to In all my life Mr Mr. Hmart. I've boxed a good deal In believed 111 matrimony as a trial and Ing that there was sometbsng
think her up Into the town ." Hmart. I shall not forget It t my divorce as a reward, or i ween tnem. una abruptlypropinquity, might have been so fool- - "She prefers to let people into the eastern tower to visit my time, but by Jove, I never had something to

Dutch Instead of my Hj,e wa!( thunderstruck. "Are you dying day." that effect. the conversation to a closeIsh as to fall in love with inc. and ancestors were nuoraoin menu Wo a Jolt like that."Itosemary. played cried, after searchsheearnest?" that abssaying offn me, was fopbud." merely fierman. Dutch ancestors She w alked from her My opinion seemedthat would have been too house n w a v me, to carry con-
siderabletogether on the nursery floor face rather Intently for He turned and leftI think I glared at her. "Then are the proper thing In Jew York." n. my pretty head held high and her hln abruptly us. weight with her. For s day neauty nap.

said his mother severely, nna 1 soon got over my feeling or moment.. We followed him slowly toward the Alone. I soon became a prey to ear."Japple," or two sfterthen you are going to marry some rtenresslnn Hnl .van I. l I .. .V," u . .. i win,,, ..... 1a aaa a u.uici.msi saaHver. ' DlinsTTaMI naa our somewhat sanguln-iir- y tainonv.?" "how often must I caution you not " " -- - " 1niiipii.1v, iva. jwm -. - i.r.,i fa -- Kot , without glv- - steps. At the bottom he Mopped aud encounter, she was pmne to start disquieting thought. Summed
Bile waited a moment, looking to speak of New York as Jew York? made to renllze that I wus not the axaJaln" Ing me a atare In which rage and faced me again even to Jump aliarhtlv whan I arl. up. they resolved themselves Into amaster of the house. She ruled me Idea!" she exclaimed, as she condition ofinto mv eves. "Yes." she nome aay you will aay it 10 a jew "The Wonder struggled for the mastery "1 OU re a better man than I orassen myseir to her with unlnten- - certainty which admitted

said, and a delicate pins: stoie iiho One can't be too careful. Heaven wltb the utmost despotism, but I drew herself, to her full height und I ran my hand over my n:oist brow. thoughi," he said. "If you'll bury the tlonal directness. She soon got over ot but one aspect : the charming
bar cheek "I am going to marry some alone knows when one la In the pres didn't mind. She permitted me to sip withered me with a look ot aurpaas- - "tlsa!" aaid Jasper Jr. "You've haUhet, so will I. I take bank what that, however. Countess was In love with Amber
one." ence or a Jew tn these days. honey from that cunning place In her lug scorn, "Am I to regard myself as corked her all right, all right." He I said to you, not because I'm afru.nl We were diacusalng Aline's unfnr- - dale. And the shocking part of It all

1' miilterrd something about con-

gratulating
"Oh. I'm not Hebraic," said I little neck ami managed lo call me a prisoner, Mr. Hmart? followed me Into the study, and I of you, but because 1 respect you. lunate ventui" into the atata of mat- - was that she waa In love with hint

a lucky dog, but It waa quickly. "My ancestors were Dutch. T nko. My heart grew warm and "Oh. f bear of you. Mrs. Titus' I couldn't get rid of him for hours What say? Will you shake hands?" rnnony snd I, reeling temporarily prior to her separation from Tar-nowa-

all very hazy to me. They came over with the original soft again under the spell of her. began miserably. Later In the forenoon the i'ounieaa. 'The surly, urroiruut expression was august and superior, munaged to say I felt a cold perspiration
"Don't congratulate him yet," she skin grafters." The Countess watched ua at play "I'leajie answer my question." with a queer little smile on her lips, gone rrom his face. In Its place waa the wrong thing and In doing ao nut start out all over my body aa tat

cried, the floeh deepening, "I may She looked puxzlrd for a moment. rrom her seat by the window. She Her tone cut me like the lash of a told me that her mother considered a puzzled, sonn whut inquiring look. mvself In .1 position from which. I condition forced Itself upon en. ht
be a verv. very great disappointment The Countess lsughed. Then Jaeper was strangely si ill and pensive. I whip. My choler rose. ma the most wonderful, the most "Nu haul feeling on my putt," I could not recede without loaa of dig-

nity.
was the man: ha had been the ssesk

saw the point. Collngraft was the had the that she watch-
ing

"I do not choose to regard myself from the beginning. My heartt6 plm. and a never-endin- g nuisance." reeling was forceful oliaracler she had evr n il gladly. Wn shook hands, las If my memory serves me cor-
rectly

sa
last to see It. and then it was too all the and that My only object In op-

posing
like lead ror the rent of the aaef"I m sure you will- --Will be all me time, there ns a Jailer. I brightened up at lhaf pee Jr. slapprd me on tho back. I remarked. Willi some asper-

ity,
day.

right," I foundered. Then 1 resorted late for mm to smile. was a shadow of anxiety in her lovely this" Itut Pollngrsri was not vet through 'It's a most distressing, atavistic thai marriages of that kind never very en inuelv, far a leader tMssy If
to gayety. "You see, I've spent a lot We had tea in the loggia, and I eves. Hhe smiled at mr pranks, and "I have never known anything so wl'h ine. habll I'm getting Into, knocking peo turned mil well for any one except was subject to pain.
Of time trying to--t- o make another dined with the family in the Count-

ess's "'i there was aomethlng sad in the absurd." I wo bright red sputa ap-

peared
lie down without rhyme or reason." the bridegroom. To I la ronMnued )

and 10 I'm confident apartment at S o'clock that, smile In her cheeks. "Your atfi "I dare aay you hid reason." mut-
teredof

he'll
womaxi

And
you,

quite satisfactory." night. I think Mra. Titus was rather 1 was oung again with Itosemary. Hide la moat extraordinary. However. CHAPTER XIII. Collngraft. "I got what was
A very

you
few words uve .sufficient to favorably Impressed when she be-

held and full of glee. She took mo out I shall go to the rtty tins morning. I See to the Bottom of coming to me." An eager light crept
the expedition In quest of tho me In my own raiment. Brlt-

ton of myself, f forgot the three Tituses Ml' Smart. Prav trtvo me the credit Thing. Into his handsome eyes. "By Jove, we Next Week's Gomplete Novelenver
of the long dead had smoothed out my evening and with them muny of my woes. of having sense enough to Ah, can get in some corking work withlegenda-- y treasures clothes, until they almost shone, and K sought me inn just beforeCollngrart." the gloves while I'm here, boxaccompanied us. Here was a cure for the blues; this quiteMr.Bsrons.

Bill on carried
Bung

u luiltern and Ihe
1 managed to carry mvseir with gay little kiddle of the unspeakable The two sons sppioached fmrn ihe luncheon I was in Mjjo a lilt at home, and I inlss It travel-

ling
The tlory of a self.

three Hchmicka went along as guides. buoyancy. Tarnowsy ! breakfast room, where they had been LU courlyuid, listening patient-
ly

about like this. What suy to a CHERUB DEVINEKverythlng went very well that enjoying a 10 o'clock chop. Colln-
graft.

hnlf hour made rickor I
We found nothing but cobwebs. 1 lay awake for hours that night, to Jasper Jr. 'a theories so every day? have man whoevening. We were all in fine humor noting hla mother's altlre, ac-

celerated
the gloves in one of my trunks. I'm

. "Conrad," said I. us wc emerged and the dinner wae an excellent one. but when I finally went to sleep and his speed and waa soon e and suggestions onceining netting horribly seedy. I need Stir-
ling

et out from aV
from the last of tho underground I perpetrated but one unhappy blun-

der.
heaven knows f needed It! -- It wis us. the restoration of the entire facade of up." By Sewell ForidSanibers. "tell me Hie truth: was I aaked Mrs. Titus ir sbe knew with the soi,., rifle resolution to put "doing out. Mother?" he inquired, the castle, and what he'd do If he "Charmed, I'm sure," I said assum-

ing
York in search ofthere ever auch u thing as buried the my bouse rigidly In order the veryand tbe flli king the ash from his cigarette. an enthusiasm I did not feel. I'mtreasure In this abnmlnsble hole?" Rockworthe tn next day. I would be polite about It, were In my place. Htruoge to say, WILL IC.IN INNew York. "If Mr. Hmart will be good enough on the gloves w ith hla strappinir, adventure, and uhm"Yes. ineln lierr," he replied, with but very Arm. The Tims family " I wae considerably entertained, he"Visually." she said succinctly, and to withdraw hla opposition, she eald skilful boxer? Not II I wae firmlyn apologetic grin; "but I think It nun. 4 haste to change the subject. (omitting the countess and Rose-

mary)
Icily. was not at all offensive; on the con-H- e resolved to stop while my record waa ENEXTE found moreafiiwas discovered

'
three years ago by The Countess looked amused, and waa to be favored with an gave me a ohorp look "What's trary. he offered his ideas in e pleas - good. In a scientific rlaah with tbe a as vaCount Hohendahl and Count ." rolingran said somethtag about It ultimatum from which there could gloves be would soon And eat whatbein tea llhsgy tlaat we did be no appeal. Job Bellamy Smart """sirs. Tltue doesn't seem to realise nt,v Wuou. way. always supple- -

a miserable dufffcr I waa Moadat's Fvnnino WorM "17,--"gamersWe stared at him. "The deuce yew not had decided with Morpheus smooth-
ing

the risk she now to" nxeatUg them with eeese sveh naive Jsppy. here. tar ae slouch.gay!" cried I. with a quick glance at in New York Km etsuTcensve to my out the wrinkles of perplexity "Blah? Do you suppose, Mr. as: "Don t you Ihlnk ao, Mr. Stuart?" He's shiny as tbo dickens. m
a.
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